Grade Ten Honors English
Course Outline 2017-2018
Ms. Anderson 

Course Overview:

This course will follow the District Curriculum Framework for Grade Ten English which is designed to meet the Common Core State Standards. The central resource for this class is SpringBoard developed by the College Board.  The course is designed to help students develop the skills they will need for Advanced Placement English classes as well as for success in college and beyond.  Specifically, students will work on critical thinking skills, precision in reading and writing, accurate analysis and evaluation, problem-solving skills, expanding academic vocabulary and media literacy.  Emphasis will be place on reading deeply, and writing using evidence. Students will explore classic and contemporary literature from around the world in the genres of nonfiction, short fiction, poetry, novels, epic poetry and drama.  They will study texts from a variety of viewpoints and cultural contexts.  

Text:

In addition to single title texts listed below by quarter, selected readings will come from SpringBoard, Grade 10, Student Edition and World Literature Glencoe/McGraw Hill anthology.  Students may also have additional independent reading assignments.
Course Outline:

1st quarter: Cultural Conversations
Central Texts: 

 Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri and The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare
Embedded Assessments: 
Reflective essay, argument/synthesis essay
Essential Questions: 
1. How do cultural experiences shape, impact, or influence our identity and perceptions?

2. How do we synthesis multiple sources of information into a cohesive argument?
2nd quarter: Cultural Perspectives
Central Texts:
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini and independent reading text to be announced.
Embedded Assessments: 
Narrative essay and argument essay

Essential Questions:

1. How can cultural experiences and perspectives be conveyed through memorable narratives?

2. What issues resonate across cultures, and how are arguments developed in response?

3rd quarter: Cultures in Conflict
Central Texts: 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
Embedded Assessments: 
Applied research and literary analysis essay

Essential Questions:

1. How might culture change when it encounters new ideas and members?

2. How can an author use a fictional character to make a statement about culture?

4th quarter: Dramatic Justice
Central Texts: 

Oedipus and Antigone by Sophocles
Embedded Assessment: 
Oral interpretation of literature and literary analysis essay
Essential Questions:
1. How can one communicate characterization through oral interpretation?

2. How do complex characters advance the plot and develop the themes of a drama?
Students may also have an additional independent reading title to complete each quarter.

Additional notes: As your teacher, I hope that each of you will accept the challenge of World Literature and give it your best effort. In addition to class time, I will be available to help you before school (by 7:30), and most days after school, in the English office, room 230.  You can communicate with me by email at ellen.anderson@ppsd.org  but be sure to put your name and topic in the subject line so I don’t think you are junk mail.  Check my website, odinella.weebly.com, for schedule and updates.  Sign-up to my “Remind” list to receive text message or email updates and reminders.  There is really no excuse for not getting your best work done on time. 

Plagiarism Prevention:  All formal written assignments completed outside of class must be submitted to the websiteTurnitin.com as well as directly to the teacher.  More information and instructions will follow.

Materials: Response Journal/Notebook (this should be a one-subject, spiral bound notebook that you turn in to me periodically), some method for containing handouts in an organized manner, writing folder (kept in class).  Sticky notes and highlighter markers will also be helpful.
Due dates:  Since you will know due dates for papers and other important assignments well in advance, there should be no late work.  Midnight printer breakdowns are not an excuse for late work.  It’s a good idea not to wait for the last minute to begin work on an important assignment.  Also, absence from school is not an excuse for late work.  If you are absent on a due date, turn your work in the day before or have a friend turn in your work.  You can also email your work to me if you run into a problem or emergency.  For each day your work is late, 10 points will be deducted from your grade.

A few other things to keep in mind:

School Rules apply in this classroom

· No visible cell phones, or other electronic devices (except for approved instructional purposes)
· No hats 
· No food—water is okay

· Come on time to class

· Come prepared for class (with homework, books, notebook, etc.)

· Be respectful to the teacher and your classmates

· Be prepared for class and try your best

Please Note:  This document is subject to revision in order to adapt to the needs of the students and the constraints of materials and the calendar.

