AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Overview:

This course is designed to reflect the overview and goals described in the AP English Course Description published by the College Board.  Following that document’s introduction, students:

Read works from several genres and periods—from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century—but, more importantly, they get to know a few works well.  They read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form.  In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, students reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and embodies.  Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context will provide a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied.

Students will spend time in and outside class preparing for the Advance Placement Literature and Composition Exam in May.  All students enrolled in the class are expected to take the exam.  Advanced Placement English is a rigorous and intellectually demanding class, which requires consistent effort and puts emphasis upon developing independence of thought and critical thinking. Active participation in classroom discussion is necessary and allows students to develop and test their ideas. There will be a wide variety of discussion formats, ranging from Socratic Seminars to small groups. Frequent written assignments, short and long-term, formal and informal, and on demand will be essential components of the course. Students will practice writing to understand, explain, interpret and evaluate in a variety of exploratory, analytical and argumentative essays. AP teachers require the use of the turnitin.com website to combat plagiarism.  

UNIT 1/2 


SUMMER READING

Name: Summer reading. First week of school.

Content or Skills Taught:  Introduction to literary analysis. Using their guide to literary criticism, students will examine literary concepts such as: the quest, Biblical allusions and Christ imagery, the potential meaning of the seasons and weather, eating and communion, mythological allusion, symbols and irony.

Major Assignments: Students independently read: 

· A Novel  

· An introductory guide to literary criticism

Assessment:  Test given during the first week of school will be 10% of student’s first quarter grade. 

·  An objective test on the novel  

·  A written assessment synthesizing the guide to literary criticism and a work of fiction


Texts:  

· How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster

· The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan 
· Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
· Beloved by Toni Morrison

UNIT I (first quarter)
      SHORT FICTION AND LITERARY ANALYSIS

Name:  Study of short stories and an introduction to literary analysis. Ten weeks. 

Content or Skills Taught:  This unit will be organized around the elements of fiction introduced in Perrine’s Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense Twelfth Edition
· Commercial vs. Literary fiction

· Character: flat, round, static, stock, protagonist, antagonist, epiphany

· Plot and Structure: conflict, suspense, dilemma, plot manipulation

· Theme: guidelines for theme identification and statement

· Point of View: omniscient, third-person, first person, objective

· Symbol: including allegory and fantasy

· Humor and Irony: verbal, dramatic and situational

Writing Skills:  Students will practice composing thesis statements, introductions, appropriate and effective use of specific supporting details, quotation integration, controlling tone as well as the use of colorful vocabulary and varied sentence structure. 

Students will also learn to recognize the elements of literary and commercial fiction and be able to identify and discuss these elements in short fiction.

Students will examine short stories in terms of the elements and motifs discussed in How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.

Students will study vocabulary in context.
Assignments and Assessments: 

· Response notebook 

· 4-5 short interpretive/analytical prose analysis essays.  
· Peer editing and revising workshop focusing on using textual evidence and support and writing style in the above essay assignment.

· Discussion and scoring of AP model essays based on College Board rubric.

· AP style multiple choice practice

· Class discussions to include: small groups, jigsaw, fish bowl, Socratic Seminar.
· Objective tests, objective quizzes 

· Short story lesson/group presentation (one group per week). Students will present/teach a short story to the class using all elements and literary terms learned.  Students will research author information and include a visual aid in their presentations. 

Text:    

· 20-25 short stories from Perrine’s Literature Structure, Sound and Sense, twelfth edition, Thompson Wadsworth, 2015.

· Introductions to each chapter in Perrine’s Literature Structure, Sound and Sense.

·  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  
UNIT II (second quarter)                    THE NOVEL

Content: Ten weeks. Students will read and study 4-5 novels of literary merit.   Students will investigate and apply some elements and concepts relating to the novel such as: theme, style, point of view, setting, the code hero, and the coming of age novel.

Skills:     

· Continued study of vocabulary in context.

· Writing an analytical/argumentative essay, using sufficient textual support, logical organization, and mature syntax and vocabulary.

UNIT   III (third quarter)  

POETRY

Name:  The study of poetry and its literary elements. Nine to ten weeks.  

Content:  This unit will begin with an exploration of what makes poetry a unique artistic and literary form.  Students will practice reading poems orally and will be encouraged to appreciate the sound and feel of poems before delving into more in depth interpretation, analysis and evaluation. Students will read a broad range of poetry ranging from sixteenth century to contemporary works. The unit will be organized around the elements of poetry including:

· Denotation and Connotation

· Imagery

· Figurative language including:

· Figures of contrast and correspondence

· Symbol and allegory

· Paradox, overstatement, understatement and irony

· Allusion

· Sound Devices

· Rhythm and Meter

Skills: 

· Writing effective thesis statements, appropriate and effective use of analytical language, literary terminology and textual details.  

· Writing in timed essay situations.

· Continued study of vocabulary in contexts.

UNIT IV (fourth quarter)  

DRAMA

Name:  The study of drama and its literary elements.  Six weeks.

Content: This unit will focus on the literary and cultural contribution of theatre by studying three classic plays representative of three distinct socio-economic and historical contexts.  Students will discuss and write about the converging themes in these significant plays. This unit will focus on the elements of drama including:

· Tragedy/Comedy

· Melodrama/Farce

· Realistic/Nonrealistic

· Protagonist/Antagonist

· Foil character

· Catharsis

· Rising Action/Falling Action

· Climax/Denouement

       Skills:  Re-enforcement of previous writing skills.

Additional notes: As your teacher, I hope that each of you will accept the challenge of AP Literature and give it your best effort. In addition to class time, I will be available to help you before school (by 7:30), and most days after school, in the English office, room 230.  You can communicate with me by email at ellen.Anderson@ppsd.org  but be sure to put your name and topic in the subject line so I don’t think you are junk mail.  The calendar, course guide and other interesting information will be posted on my website at odinella.weebly.com. There is really no excuse for not getting your best work done on time 

Plagiarism Prevention:  Many of the graded writing assignments will be completed within class time.  Any formal written assignments completed outside of class must be submitted to the websiteTurnitin.com as well as directly to the teacher.  More information and instructions will follow.

Materials: Response Journal/Notebook (this should be a one-subject, spiral bound notebook that you turn in to me periodically), some method for containing handouts in an organized manner, writing folder (kept in class).

Please Note:  This document is subject to revision in order to adapt to the needs of the students and the constraints of materials and the calendar.

.

